
10.1021/ol200681k r 2011 American Chemical Society
Published on Web 04/27/2011

ORGANIC
LETTERS

2011
Vol. 13, No. 10
2576–2579

One-Pot Metal-Free Syntheses of
Acetophenones from Styrenes through
Aerobic Photo-oxidation and Deiodination
with Iodine

Tomoya Nobuta, Shin-ichi Hirashima, Norihiro Tada, Tsuyoshi Miura, and
Akichika Itoh*

Gifu Pharmaceutical University, 1-25-4 Daigaku-nishi, Gifu 501-1196, Japan

itoha@gifu-pu.ac.jp

Received March 15, 2011

ABSTRACT

A one-pot synthetic protocol of acetophenones from styrenes with molecular oxygen, visible light, and molecular iodine is reported. This
procedure involves aerobic photo-oxidation and deiodination in one pot and provides the first report of metal-free direct syntheses of
acetophenones from styrenes.

Aerobic oxidation has attracted a great deal of attention
in organic synthesis, since molecular oxygen is photo-
synthesized by plants and is a larger atom-efficient oxidant
than other oxidants such as toxic heavymetals or complex
organic reagents. Furthermore, molecular oxygen theore-
tically produces only water as the end product after
oxidation.1 The Wacker oxidation process is one of the
most important reactions in industrial chemistry, where
ethylene is oxidized to acetaldehyde with a catalytic
amount of PdCl2 and CuCl2 under an oxygen
atmosphere.2 In addition, Wacker oxidation is a valuable
protocol for the synthesis of acetophenones, which is an
important intermediate for pharmaceuticals, perfumes,
and other chemical products, from styrenes. Acetophe-
nones are classically synthesized by Friedel�Crafts acyla-
tion with a stoichiometric amount of a Lewis acid. Thus,
various Wacker type reactions for the synthesis of acet-
ophenones from styrenes have been developed. These

include (1) using solvents such as ethylene carbonate,3

supercritical carbon dioxide (sc. CO2),
4 polyethylene gly-

col (PEG),5 ionic liquid,6 and perfluorinated solvent;7 (2)
using a phase-transfer catalyst;8 (3) employing other reox-
idants such as nitrous oxide,9 H2O2,

4,6 and tert-butylhy-
droperoxide (TBHP);7,10 and (4) using reaction vessels
such as a polydimethylsiloxane (PDMS) thimble.11 In
addition, Co,12 Rh,13 and Mn14 catalysts have also been
used for the oxidation of styrenes to acetophenones instead
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of Pd. However, to the best of our knowledge, no one-pot
and metal-free methods for the direct synthesis of aceto-
phenones from styrenes have been reported so far.
Recently, we have developed various aerobic photo-

oxidations under an oxygen atmosphere and visible light
(VIS) irradiation.15 In addition, we reported the aerobic
photo-oxidative synthesis of phenacyl halides from styr-
enes in the presence of halogen sources.15c,i These methods
are of relevance froma viewpoint of green chemistry due to
the use of visible light from a general-purpose fluorescent
lamp, molecular oxygen being a terminal oxidant and
inexpensive, easily handled halogen sources such as mole-
cular iodine or 48% aq. HBr, and environmentally low
impact solvent use. Phenacyl halides are made known as a
versatile intermediate in organic synthesis and can be used
in various reactions. Representative of such reactions,
dehalogenations of phenacyl halides to acetophenone
using thiols,16 indium metal,17 bis(triphenylstannyl)-
selenide,18 PI3 or P2I4,

19 catalytic telluride reagent/
reductant,20 hydroiodic acid,21 or iodide ion/Brønsted or
Lewis acids22 have been reported. In 2003,Horiuchi et al.23

reported that R-iodoketones were converted to R-hydro-
xyketones with UV irradiation under an air atmosphere
and found that R-iodoketones are deiodinated to ketones
under photoirradiation. These results prompted us to
study the direct transformation of styrenes to acetophe-
nones through one-pot aerobic photo-oxidation/deiodina-
tion. Our concept involves (1) aerobic photo-oxidation of
styrenes to phenacyl iodides and (2) exchange of solvent
and deiodination of phenacyl iodides to acetophenones.
These sequences can provide one-pot and metal-free
Wacker type oxidation of styrenes to acetophenones. In
the course of our effort, we found the facile deiodination of
phenacyl iodideswithonly a catalytic amount ofmolecular

iodine in a small portion of acetone. Herein, we report the
one-pot metal-free synthesis of acetophenones from styr-
enes using molecular iodine (Scheme 1).

Table 1 shows the results involving optimization of
reaction conditions for aerobic photo-oxidation/deiodina-
tion of 4-tert-butylstyrene (1a) as a test substrate. The
reaction conditions were examined with 4-tert-butylstyr-
ene (1a) in the presence of iodine under an oxygen atmo-
sphere (O2 balloon) and VIS irradiation,15 followed by
concentration of the reaction mixture and addition of
solvent. Among the various solvents examined, only acet-
one was effective as a solvent for deiodination (entries
1�10), and the corresponding acetophenone (2a) was
obtained in good yield (entry 10). Furthermore, we found

Scheme 1. Metal-Free Syntheses of Acetophenones from
Styrenes

Table 1. Study of Reaction Conditions for Aerobic Photo-
oxidationa

entry

solvent

(mL)

time

(h)

3a

(%)b
2a

(%)b

1 EtOAc (5) 10 71 2

2 MeCN (5) 10 73 3

3 MeOH (5) 10 68 1

4 iPrOH (5) 10 63 3

5 THF (5) 10 73 2

6 hexane(5) 10 62 3

7 benzene(5) 10 72 3

8 CHCl3 (5) 10 71 1

9 H2O (5) 10 76 1

10 acetone (5) 10 trace 82

11c acetone (5) 10 trace 76

12d acetone (5) 10 trace 74

13e acetone (5) 10 trace 85

14e acetone (0.3) 3 trace 81

aA solution of 4-tert-butylstyrene (1a; 0.3 mmol), iodine (0.6 equiv),
and H2O (80 μL) in EtOAc (3 mL) under an O2 atmosphere was stirred
and irradiated externally with four 22 W fluorescent lamps. After 10 h,
the reaction mixture was concentrated in vacuo and solvent was added
and stirred for the indicated time. b 1H NMR yields. cThe reaction was
carried out under a N2 atmosphere in the deiodination step. dThe
reaction was carried out in the dark in the deiodination step. eThe
reaction was carried out under air and negative irradiation in the
deiodination step.
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that both molecular oxygen and VIS irradiation were not
necessary in the deiodination step (entries 11�13). As a
result of detailed examinations, the optimal result was
obtained when using 0.3 mL of acetone for 3 h (entry 14).
To simplify this reaction, acetone was directly added to

the reaction mixture without removal of ethyl acetate in
vacuo after aerobic photo-oxidation (Table 2). At room
temperature, deiodinationproceeded slowly in spite of using
1 mL of acetone; however, after the temperature was raised
to 60 �C, the reaction was smoothly carried out (entries 1
and 2). As a result of detailed examinations, the optimal
result was obtained by using 0.3 mL of acetone (entry 3).

Table 3 presents the scope and limitation of one-pot and
metal-free syntheses of acetophenones from styrenes. In
general, the corresponding acetophenones were obtained
in good yields regardless of an electron-donating or -with-
drawing group at the aromatic ring (entries 1�3, 5�7).
o-Methylstyrene (1d) and 2-vinylnaphtharene (1h) were
converted to the corresponding acetophenones 2d and 2h

in moderate yields since these were poor substrates for
aerobic photo-oxidative syntheses of phenacyl iodides
(entries 4 and 8).15 2-Vinylpyridine (1i), a heterocyclic
compound, also provided the corresponding ketone 2i in
moderate yields. In this reaction, deiodination of 2-iodo-
1-(2-pyridinyl)ethanone, which was synthesized sepa-
rately, was slow under the typical conditions, probably
due to the basic nature of pyridine. Thus, addition of
trifluoroacetic acid accelerated the deiodination (entry 9).
To clarify the reactionmechanism, we studied deiodina-

tion of phenacyl iodide under several reaction conditions
(Table 4). When phenacyl iodide (3b) was treated with
acetone in ethylacetate without iodine at 60 �C for 3 h,
deiodinated product 2b was not obtained at all (entry 1);
however, interestingly, deiodination proceeded smoothly
in the presence of 0.2 equiv of iodine to afford the cor-
responding acetophenone (2b) in good yields (entry 2).

Use of 2-heptanone (1 equiv) as a ketone instead of
acetone in the presence of iodine results in acetophenone
(2b), 3-iodo-2-heptanone, and 1-iodo-2-heptanone in
79%, 68%, and 7% yields, respectively (entry 3). In
marked contrast, deiodination was not carried out with-
out either iodine or ketone (entries 4 and 5). These results
suggest that the deiodination requires both a stoichio-
metric amount of ketone and a catalytic amount of
iodine. HI has been known as a dehalogenative reagent
for phenacyl halides,21 so deiodinationmay proceed byHI
generated at the aerobic photo-oxidation or deiodination
step. Acetophenone (2b) was obtained from phenacyl
iodide (3b) by treatment of 55% aq. HI (0.4 equiv)

Table 2. Study of Reaction Conditions for the One-Pot Synth-
esis of Acetophenone (2a) from Styrene (1a)a

entry

acetone

(mL)

temp

(�C)
time

(h)

2a

(%)b
3a

(%)b

1 1.0 r.t. 12 47 40

2 1.0 60 3 80 trace

3 0.3 60 3 83 (85) trace

aA solution of 4-tert-butylstyrene (1a; 0.3 mmol), iodine (0.6 equiv),
and H2O (80 μL) in EtOAc (3 mL) under an O2 atmosphere was stirred
and irradiated externally with four 22 W fluorescent lamps. After 10 h,
acetone was added to the reaction mixture and stirred for the indicated
time and temperature. b 1H NMR yields. Number in parentheses is
isolated yield.

Table 3. Scope and Limitationa

entry Ar product yield (%)b

1 C6H5 2b 69 (85)

2 p-tBu-C6H4 2a 85

3 p-Me-C6H4 2c 86

4 o-Me-C6H4 2d 42

5c p-MeO-C6H4 2e 75

6 p-Cl-C6H4 2f 85

7d p-NO2-C6H4 2g 76

8e 2-naphthalenyl 2h 60

9c,f 2-pyridinyl 2i 64

aA solution of substrate (0.3 mmol), iodine (0.6 equiv), and H2O
(80 μL) in EtOAc (3 mL) under an O2 atmosphere was stirred and
irradiated externally with four 22 W fluorescent lamps. After 10 h,
acetone (0.3mL) was added and stirred for 3 h at 60 �C. b Isolated yields.
Number in parentheses is 1HNMR yield. cThe reaction was carried out
with NIS (1.2 equiv) and H2O (180 μL) in EtOAc (5 mL) for 7 h in the
oxidation step. dThe reaction was carried out for 15 h in the oxidation
step. eThe reaction was carried out for 24 h in the oxidation step.
fTrifluoroacetic acid (1.0 equiv) was added in the deiodination step.

Table 4. Study of Deiodination

entry ketone

additive

(equiv)

time

(h)

2b

(%)a
3b

(%)a

1 acetone (0.3 mL) I2 (0) 3 trace 90

2 acetone (0.3 mL) I2 (0.2) 3 82 3

3b,c 2-heptanone (1 equiv) I2 (0.2) 7 79 11

4c 2-heptanone (1 equiv) I2 (0) 7 0 100

5 � I2 (0.2) 3 trace 88

6 acetone (0.3 mL) 55% aq HI (0.4) 3 88 7

7 � 55% aq HI (0.4) 2 27 77

a 1H NMR yields. b 3-Iodo-2-heptanone (68%) and 1-iodo-2-hepta-
none (7%) were obtained. cEtOAc (0.3 mL) was used.
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(entries 6 and 7); however, we found that deiodination
proceeded minimally without acetone in our one-pot
reaction (Table 1, entries 1�9), compared to the formation
of 2b in 27% yield in the presence of HI without acetone
(Table 4, entry 7). Furthermore, the result that no iodi-
nated productwas obtainedwhen 2-heptanonewas treated
with iodine in ethyl acetate indicates that HI was not
generated in the deiodination step (Scheme 2). These
results suggest thatHI does not contribute to deiodination.
And it was found that various acids were efficient for
deiodination of phenacyl iodides.24,25

Scheme 3 shows the postulated reaction mechanism for
these aerobic photo-oxidation/deiodination reactions,

based on the results mentioned above. First, styrenes 1
are oxidized to phenacyl iodides 3 with iodine under an
oxygen atmosphere and VIS irradiation, and HI, gener-
ated in situ, is also oxidized to iodine.15 In the second
deiodination step, iodine, which remains at the amount
of at least 0.1 equiv in the oxidation step and functions as
a Lewis acid,26 activates both phenacyl iodides 3 and
acetone 4 to provide the enol of acetone.27 This enol
results from nucleophilic attack on the iodine atom of
phenacyl iodide activated by iodine to produce aceto-
phenone 2. Finally, acetone (4) is transformed to 2-io-
doacetone (5).

In conclusion, we report a facile aerobic photo-oxida-
tion/deiodination of styrenes to acetophenones with
iodine under molecular oxygen and VIS irradiation.
This novel reaction is interesting as it uses only 0.6
equiv of molecular iodine for both aerobic photo-oxida-
tion and deiodination and provides the first report of
metal-free direct syntheses of acetophenones from
styrenes.

Supporting Information Available. Experimental de-
tails and 1H and 13C NMR spectra. This material is
available free of charge via the Internet at http://pubs.
acs.org.

Scheme 2. Study of Deiodination

Scheme 3. Plausible Reaction Path

(24) When 4-tert-butylphenacyl iodide (3a) was treated to several
acids, such as p-TSA 3H2O, TFA, AlCl3, or BF3 3OEt2, in 0.3 mL of
acetone, 40-tert-butylacetophenone (2a) was obtained in 80%, 38%,
72%, and 55% yields, respectively.
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